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* * * *  “Audrey Hepburn channeling Eartha Kitt... a tour-de-force performance.”  The Boston Herald


 * * * *   “Sheer theatrical brilliance.”  The Times 


* * * * *  “Elegant... cool...seductive... Kill for tickets if you have to.”  The Prague Post

“Wonderful talent!  Superb... I will be featuring more of Ms. Tecce in future programs!”  







Michael Parkinson, BBC Radio

Press Release                                                                                                      

Maria Tecce - Viva! 

Edinburgh Fringe Festival, August 6 – 30, 2009

At:  The Assembly Rooms

Italian-American chanteuse Maria Tecce fires up for her Edinburgh Fringe Festival debut this August with her vibrant new show 'Viva!' after sold-out and packed performances in Paris  Dubrovnik, Prague, Boston, Dublin, and Belfast.  'Viva!' sees Argentinian tango, Spanish songs, and musical influences from Nina Simone & Tom Waites moving seamlessly between the words of Spanish master poet of love Pablo Neruda.   Seduction and passion reign supreme as Tecce's powerful vocals combine effortlessly with raw sensuality and elegance, promising 55 minutes of riveting performance from one of Europe's hottest performers.

Maria kicked off the last 12-months with nothing less than both guns blazing -  lighting up the Irish airwaves with her new radio show “Red, Hot, and Tecce” on RTE Radio 1 and touring 'Viva!' to Europe, U.K., and USA.  Maria also took on the acting mantle playing murdered wife 'Isabella' in the new BBC television series 'Inspector George Gentley', co-starring in Irish play write Hugh Leonard's smash hit 'Roman Fever', and appearing in the Channel 4/BBC television series 'Rock Idols'. 

Maria has shared the stage with artists as diverse as Dionne Warwicke and Ronnie Drew of the legendary 'The Dubliners”.  Her original songs are included on two separate CD compilations featuring the likes of Grammy Award Winners John Prine, Bruce Mathiske, Ron Sexsmith, and Bella Fleck as well as Irish artists Juliet Turner, Damien Rice, David Kitt, Paddy Casey, Hazel O’Connor, Jack L, and Luka Bloom.  Theatre, television, and film collaborations include Jim Sheridan (My Left Foot, In America), the Abbey Theatre, and the BBC/ITV.   


Her arsenal of musicians include band members from Van Morrison, Lisa Stansfield, the BBC Big Band, and Jools Holland and already 2009 sees Maria touring to Paris, USA, Italy, U.K., Dubrovnik, and United Emerates and starting work on her third album later this year.

“…If cabaret legend Marlene Dietrich was the Queen of the 'Spiegeltent' venue when it toured back in the 1930s, then Maria Tecce is unquestionably its new crowning glory... “   










Louis Courtney-Jones, FTM

*For full Edinburgh Fringe Festival 'Viva!' press information contact  Paul Lucas at prez@paullucasproductions.com

MARIA TECCE – Background


Originally from Boston, Maria was groomed to be an English teacher from the time she could pick up a book.  After graduating with a 3.9 GPA and her BA from Boston College in Massachusetts in 1990, fate intervened and turned her Westward instead, and she found herself living the life of a childhood dream - wrangling horses on a ranch in Wyoming 40 miles from nowhere in the wilds of America.  For almost 10 years Maria uttered not a note of music nor stepped foot on a stage, making her way across the USA and eventually returning to Europe, where she had studied for a year at the University of Exeter, England in 1989.  After a an Irishman enticed her come to Ireland, Maria finally found herself on the West coast of Ireland in a little town called Galway.  She had £100 in her pocket and a guitar.  That was in 1998.



After campaigning for her Irish 'resident artist' status for over 4 years, Maria was finally granted leave to remain as an artist in 2001.  This Italian-Polish American has steadily garnered acclaim as one of Ireland’s most accomplished and dynamic jazz vocalists and critics have lavished praise for her live performances, interpretation of material, and original work.  Maria counts among her musicians members of bands from Van Morrison, Sister Sledge, Jools Holland, Lisa Stansfield, The Waterboys, and Paul Brady.  Her one-woman jazz cabaret shows and concerts have played to packed houses all over Ireland, Europe, U.K., and the USA, highlighting the most engaging qualities of Maria’s music - her wide audience appeal and powerful live performances. 

2003 saw the release of her debut album “All About Love” and Maria quickly became a bright and fiery star on the music & acting scenes in Ireland, headlining arts, jazz, and world music festivals, including 5 years running at the international Cork Guinness Jazz Festival which has played host to the biggest names in jazz music past and present.  She has gone from strength to strength and her cabaret and  jazz shows continue to showcase not only this jazz chanteuse’s acclaimed vocal and interpretive talents but also “the demonstrative and effortless acting skills of a seasoned actor and performer.”  The Tribune   

 
Maria celebrated the launch of her second album “Torch Song” in September 2006 and caught the eye of Linn Records, one of the U.K.'s premiere jazz labels.  Maria's original songs have also gained notoriety and are included on two separate CD compilations featuring the likes of Grammy Award Winners John Prine, Bruce Mathiske, Ron Sexsmith, and Bella Fleck as well as Irish artists Jack L, Juliet Turner, Damien Rice, David Kitt, Paddy Casey, Hazel O’Connor, and Luka Bloom.



Guest appearances in the last year are as diverse as supporting Dionne Warwicke and sharing the stage with Irish Legend Ronnie Drew of ‘The Dubliners’, which lead to regular requests to guest on radio and television programs in Ireland.  Maria presents her own radio show,  “Red, Hot, and Tecce”, on RTE Radio 1 in Ireland where she is now based. 

   
This tour-du-force performer has performed from Belfast's Opera House to Prague Castle, the world famous ‘Spiegeltent’ venues across Europe and America to festivals and venues in New York, Boston, and London's West End.  She sells out and packs houses everywhere she goes, highlighting the most enduring qualities of Maria's music – passion, elegance, and world class style.


“…If cabaret legend Marlene Dietrich was the Queen of the 'Spiegeltent' venue when it toured back in the 1930s, then Maria Tecce is unquestionably its new crowning glory... “   










Louis Courtney-Jones, FTM



“Bostonian Maria Tecce is one of the highlights of Europe's smart and adventurous cabaret scene.  Her cheekbones can slice a man's ego in half, her smile could thaw Siberia, and the way she might direct her finely sculpted eyebrows at you is only frightening.”   The Times

Film/Television/Theatre

Maria’s first professional acting job in Ireland only 5 years ago found her smack in the middle of Ireland’s most popular soap opera “Fair City” as the icy American boss from hell Camille Barnett.  Since then, she has never looked back.  Her television debut was quickly followed by Corca Corca Theatre Company’s (Ireland) sell-out success “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”  (where Maria played the two leading men’s roles ‘Oberon’ and ‘Theseus’), a role written for her by Jim Sheridan in his film “In America”, a host of other lead roles in theatre productions in Ireland and Europe.  Favorite projects include co-starring in the European premiere of the Canadian play “Very Heaven” as lesbian cowgirl 'Lee' which ran at The Focus Theatre (Dublin 2004), touring with Storytellers Theatre Company’s critically acclaimed and award-nominated “Dream of a Summer’s Day” (Ireland 2005), and starring in the Theatre Royal's new production of the German one-woman cabaret show “Tonight: Lola Blau” in (Ireland 2006) to ecstatic critical praise.  


Kicking off 2007, Maria co-starred in Big Telly Theatre Co.'s (U.K.) new production of “The Country Boy” on its international tour February – March 2007.   She was also snapped up to play murdered wife 'Isabella' alongside British star Martin Shaw in the new BBC television pilot series “Gentley's Last Case” and appears in a cameo role in the upcoming 2008 Channel 4/BBC television series 'Rock Idols'.


Above all, the continuing success of Maria's one-woman jazz cabaret shows in Irish and European theatre festivals and venues sees this multi-talented diva steadily gaining a rock solid reputation as one of Europe's most gifted, captivating, and powerful performers.

(See ‘Acting Experience’ at www.mariatecce.com for full listing of acting experience)

*FOR INFORMATION ON MARIA’S PERFORMANCES IN UPCOMING FESTIVALS AND GIGS PLEASE CHECK OUT www.mariatecce.com or www.myspace.com/mariateccemusic FOR FURTHER DETAILS…..
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